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The Near-Sighted Usher
James 2:1-4

Introduction:

I.   The Identification of  Favoritism

A. Definition – What is favoritism?
1. On the Positive Side – 

Any kind of preferential treatment of a person based on perceived external factors, such as face, race, clothes, money, position, etc.

2.  On the Negative Side

James is dealing with the sin of discrimination i.e.: Mistreating someone on the basis of perceived external factors. 
Discrimination comes in all shapes and sizes.

B. Types
1.  Appearance
2.  Age - Old folks say, “Young whipper-snapper”. Young folks say, “Old fashioned”, “Over the hill.”
3.  Achievement - Don’t be jealous of those who have achieved. Don’t demean those who have not.
4.  Affinity – Similarity – There just like me – skin, church, doctrine, culture, IQ. I know what I like – I like what I know. Maybe you need to get to know them. Things in common are important, but they are not a reason to discriminate.
5. Affluence – Class Discrimination

· Poor look down on the rich

· Rich look down on the poor

· Middle class look both ways

6.  Ancestry – Tower of Babel - We judge people not only by races, but languages.
We discriminate based on,

· Intelligence - Fast Learner or slow learner
· Money - Well to Do or Poor
· Appearance – Attractive or Unattractive
· Families
· Married – Divorced
· Physical Ability - Able or Disabled [Ignore what they are able to do and how we can help.]
II. The Injunction Against Favoritism – 2:1

“My brethren, do not hold the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with partiality.” [NKJV]
“My brothers, as believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ…” [NIV]
A. “The Faith” – James calls the brothers “believers” – “those have faith”. What kind of faith?
1.  The Faith for Salvation
2.  The Faith of the Lord Jesus Christ
3.  The Faith in the Word of God
Jude 3

“…exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.”
I Tim 4:1

“Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons,”
Titus 1:13

“Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they may be sound in the faith,”
B. The “Glory – “glorious”
1. The Glorious Lord
2. The Lord from Glory

3.  The Lord Who is the Glory – gen of app

Remember the Shekinah Glory - God’s presence with Israel.

C. The Point – “Don’t show partiality!”
It means to receive the face of someone. It carries the idea of looking on the outward appearance. It is not compatible with Scripture for the Christian to discriminate. We are all on the same level with God. At the foot of the cross – the ground is level.

If you discriminate against the poor, remember:

1.  Jesus was poor - “The Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head”

2.  Jesus preached to the poor - “the poor have the gospel preached to them” (Matthew 11)
3.  God loves the poor people – or He wouldn’t have made so many of them. 
     [Abe Lincoln?]
III. The Illustration of Favoritism – 2:2-4

“For if there should come into your assembly a man with gold rings, in fine apparel, and there should also come in a poor man in filthy clothes, and you pay attention to the one wearing the fine clothes and say to him, "You sit here in a good place," and say to the poor man, "You stand there," or, "Sit here at my footstool," have you not shown partiality among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts?”
A. The Setting – 2:2
They were playing favorites in the worship service, of all places! “If” indicates a hypothetical situation- With a wink. (James has seen it happen)

“Assembly” – συναγωγὴν  - A Jewish concept. So it was early in church history.
“Church” - ἐκκλσία  is the usual word
Two visitors approach the ushers.

1.  The Rich Man - He is gold fingered – χρυσοδακτύλιος and shining clothes.
`
2.  The Poor Man - In shabby clothes
            What is the usher to do? What he always did.
B. The Reception – 2:3
1. The Rich Man – “Sit here in the comfortable chair”
2.  The Poor Man – “Stand over against the wall out of the way or sit on the floor.”
C. The Indictment - 2:4
“…have you not shown partiality among yourselves, and become judges with evil thoughts?”

1.  Have you not shown partiality?

2.  Have you not become judges with evil thoughts?

